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Abstract

History has to be written down anyway. Not only in history books, history is sometimes
written in poems and even in paintings, such subjective and expressive arts. And as poems offer
readers the aesthetic experiences of the poet, or the poet’s vision of the unknown world, farther,
better and more natural, or his insight into the heart of humanity, they, when embedded with the
knowledge of the time and circumstance, create a text of aesthetic history. Unlike historians, poets
sometimes offer us the history of the people whose history has never been written down in the
history books, and whose history has never been known to themselves. Poets can be oblivious of
the precision of the dead facts, but they can never be oblivious of the precision of human
sufferings which are live records of a time. Not all poetry, but all good poetry makes a historical
statement about a person, a tribe, a nation or a thought. The subject of historicity in poetry requires
a broad and extensive research, and cannot be dealt with in this paper. This article attempts to
explore the history of racial integration in young America in Mary Oliver’s poem “The Lost
Children”.

Key Words
Wyandots, Native Americans, racial integration, heroism, narration, meditation, history

Introduction

Mary Oliver was born in Maple Heights, Ohio. She attended Ohio State University and
Vassar College, and served as the chairperson of the writing department of the Fine Arts Work
Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts, and poet in residence at Case Western Reserve
University. She has won many awards including the Pulitzer Prize for her book of poems
American Primitive. Through her poems she takes her audience into the depth of the natural
world, its beauty and mysteries, connecting the life of man with the wilderness. Her natural world
is primarily that of her native Ohio landscape and of Cape Cod, where she has lived the important
part of her life.

“The Lost Children” tells us two tales of two persons, one after the other, juxtaposing
them with each other. The poem has been divided into seven numbered sections of unequal length.
The first, second and the fourth sections tell the story of an eleven years old girl, Lydia Osborn,
who was lost and was never found. The third section unfolds the story of Isaac Zane, who was
stolen by the Wyandots, one of the tribes of Native Americans. In the rest of the sections, Oliver
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turns from narration to meditation. In the first four sections, she tells what has happened whereas
in the last three sections she tells what she thinks has happened.

The American Indians and the American Wilderness

Like most other poems of Oliver, “The Lost Children” exploits the natural beauty of
Ohio. The description of the landscape is, however, embedded in the narrative which begins with
the conventional beginning of a narrative tale, “In southern Ohio, / a long time ago”. The very
beginning suggests us that the speaker is going to tell us a story (or history?) of a time and a
people. Lydia Osborn belongs to a civilized white community which takes its pride in being
materially rich, possessing large houses and living an organized life. The white community’s
pride, in general, is the culture they created. Lydia Osborn, however, being an eleven years old
child, hasn’t yet detached herself from the nature. Because children’s proximity to nature is greater
than that of the grownups, Lydia Osborn follows the “straying cows”, leaving her sister, into the
wilderness.

The second stanza of the first section makes the setting a bit more specific. The first
stanza tells us that the girl was lost in Ohio but it does not tell us which part of Ohio she was lost
in. In the second stanza she tells about the men who went in search of the girl. Oliver says that
“men from Ohio and Kentucky” went in search of the girl suggesting that she was lost in the
bordering region of Ohio, which was a hunting ground for Indian tribes before the arrival of the
white settlers (Britannica, 5:233). Oliver suggests us how dense, undestroyed and wide the forest
was when she says that the searchers tramped “the darkness, miles / of underbrush and trees”.

The girl had gone deeper into the dark forest, for the searchers could not find any sign of
her for seven days. After seven days they found that she had slept “under two fallen trees, and
eaten / fox grapes and other berries”. The reference to her natural bed and food suggests us about
human beings, our ancestors, living a long time ago in the unspoilt wilderness being one with the
nature. Lydia Osborn’s love for life makes her struggle; in seven days she has learnt to make her
bed and find her food, the task that the Indian children had always been doing since time
immemorial. The white girl, Lydia, becomes a mouth-piece for Oliver to talk about the habitation
of the Indians.

By the end of the fortnight the searchers find that the lost girl has become able not only to
search for food but also to make a house for herself. For survival, a man needs nothing more than
food, water and home. The signs Osborn has left to her searchers suggest that she has been able to
accomplish her lonely life with the achievement of these three basic needs. Her “footprints by a
stream” suggests that she has drunk fresh water in the wilderness, “a blackberry patch” suggests
that she has managed anyway to satiate her hunger, whereas “a small house built of sticks” stands
for the skills she has learnt to adapt herself in the desolate forest in less than a fortnight. By this
time, Osborn begins to appear like a heroic figure. An ordinary girl like her, one may think, would
have wailed and pined to death, but Osborn goes ahead learning and creating. Though the
destination is unknown, she continues her journey unfatigued. She does not wait for anybody to
rescue her; she is her own rescuer, her own master and savior. She may be unaware about her
heroism, but for us her heroic deeds become something like the heroic deeds of a fairy in a fairy
tale. In fact, Osborn in her little house “with a little door, and a roof of green moss” looks like a
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little fairy married to the wilderness, and her tiny bed of leaves and moss with “wild flowers /
scattered over it” looks like her honeymoon bed.

Who is a hero? Otto Rank, in his famous essay “The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: A
Psychological Interpretation of Mythology”, studies comparatively the characters and attributes of
heroes from different mythologies existing in different parts of the world. He writes, “Hero is the
young sun rising from the waters, first confronted by lowering clouds, but finally triumphing over
all obstacles” (2). The natural symbols, sun, water and cloud in Rank’s definition make it easy for
us to understand the heroism of Lydia. Moreover, the heroes, Rank finds, are the children of some
distinguished parents, lost from their world and reared somewhere by some strange people. He
gives example of the heroes like Sargon the First, the king of Babylonia; Karna the hero of the
Hindu epic Mahabharata, lon, the ancestor of the lonians; and Sigfried, the son of king Sigmund
of Tarlungaland, all of whom were lost into the wilderness before they became heroes.

Lydia too shares some of the characteristics of the conventional heroes. She is not just
surviving; the description of her little house and little bed in it suggests more than mere survival.
She has a will not only to live but to live beautifully. She knows that she is alone in the
wilderness, and that there was no spectator to look at and admire her little house. But this
knowledge of being alone does not prevent her from decorating her bed with flowers. Instead of
despairing in the solitude she rekindled her life with creation beyond her capacity. Franz Fanon’s
conviction, “the contact of the people with the new movement gives rise to a new rhythm of life
and to forgotten muscular tensions, and develops the imagination” (79) comes true with Lydia’s
life. It is perhaps this sense of beauty and a tendency to enjoy the beauty that separates a man from
the lowly beasts. Osborn went into the wilderness following “some straying cows” but soon she
took human course. The flowers scattered over the bed suggest that she is not pessimistic about
her course ahead. Instead it shows that she is enjoying her life in the colourful lap of nature.
Osborn tries to preserve the pattern of her ancestral culture, the decoration of her home. In this
decoration, we find a blend of nature and culture, but not a collision of nature versus culture.

In the second stanza, the poet turns to meditation from narration. The lost child’s
assimilation into the natural world makes Oliver feel sorry for the grief of her parents instead of
feeling sorry for the struggles of the child. The child has left no sign of grief but a number of signs
of life and optimism. Her life in the embrace of nature has grown matured in no more than fifteen
days. Her growth into a matured, bold and heroic personality is contrasted to the engrieved father
who is tired of “climbing up and down the hillsides, / the edges of swamps, the desolation of old /
forest . . .” The “gorgeous and amoral voice” of the thrush could not please him and soothe the
pain of tramping through the dark forest. The bird’s song became, to him, something like a noise
that “ticked and spoke”. The personification of pain that “picked him up and held him / in its grey
jaw” suggests us how tired and pain stricken the father was. The image of the father held up in the
grey jaw of pain “enumerating / the terrible / possibilities™ justifies the “inconsolable grief” of the
father.

The first stanza offers us a story in simple short sentences in past tense. Since the second
stanza is all a meditation, Oliver has used a long complex sentence in present tense. In this stanza
she takes us into her own mental and emotional horizon and into the deep psychological pangs of a
father of a lost child.
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Loss and Racial Integration

After a break in narration in the second stanza, Oliver offers us the story of another man,
Isaac Zane, who was stolen by the Wyandots at the age of nine and taken to the “shores of the
Mad River” where he lived among the Wyandots. The habitation of the Wyandots, the shores of
the Mad River, suggests us the traditional lives of the Native Americans, who were mostly nomads
living temporarily on the shores of rivers that offered them easy prey and water.

Nobody knows exactly what Osborn’s life is like; it is just a matter of speculation. Zane’s
life, however, is open to us. When he is grown up he walks back to his previous world but finds
himself lost there. Oliver’s paradox of the boy, who, after being stolen by a strange tribe, goes
back to his home and finds himself lost there, is remarkable to understand the fascination of the
lives of the Indians in the wilderness. Through this poem “Oliver moves to correct the
assumptions about the otherness of Indians and of nature that whites used to justify their
displacement and destruction” (Fast 63). Zane finds his own world strange and leaves the streets,
the symbol of civilization, to go back to the nature. The fascination of the Indian life is so strong
that Zane denounces his civilization. However, it is not the beauty of the nature that alone
fascinates him to the wilderness, but “the smile / of the Indian girl / Myeerah, the White Crane”
has sent him back to the Indians. He cannot resist the call of his love and follows it into the
wilderness as if he is responding the love commands of Kahlil Gibran:

When love beckons to you, follow him,

Though his ways are hard and steep.

And when his wings enfold you yield to him,

Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you. (10)

He married the “beautiful dark woman” and lived for fifty years with her in the “house he built
beside the Mad River”.

In the fourth stanza, Oliver completes the story of Lydia Osborn. On the sixteenth day the
searchers found her bonnet near the tiny house of sticks, and nearby the bonnet, they discovered
“the hoofprints of Indian horses”. These discoveries are the final discoveries about Lydia. The rest
of events in the life of Lydia are just a matter of speculation. The discovery of the hoofprints
suggests, for the searchers, endless possibilities.

Mary Oliver succeeds in telling the history of racial integration through brief narratives in
the poem. The people mentioned in her poem, Lydia Osborn, Isaac Zane, Myeerah and Tarhe, are
all real people. The places mentioned in the poem are real too. Oliver has made the lives of these
people more meaningful through her rhetoric.

The story of the loss of Lydia Osborn, as narrated by Gary Knepp, shows the precision of
history in Oliver’s poem. Lydia and her younger sister Matilda went to retrieve their cows. They
failed to find them, but heard the cow bells tinkling somewhere in the distance. The girls separated
to find the cows. Matilda came home whereas Lydia went missing. Around one thousand
volunteers, men from Ohio and Kentucky, took to the forest in search of the child. Cornelius
Washburn, one of the searchers who led five hundred volunteers, discovered Lydia’s temporary
campsite. The discovery of the campsite rekindled Lydia’s father’s hope for retrieving Lydia. He
grew frantic and wandered around calling piteously her name. On the fifteenth day they found
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footprints in the sand and followed the footprints to a small shelter built with sticks and covered
with moss. Nearby the shelter, they found her bonnet and hoofprints. Later, they discovered
several days old Indian camp and reached to the conclusion that the lost children are never found.
Many years later, an Indian trader told Lydia’s mother that he had seen a woman fitting Lydia’s
description living with a group of Delaware Indians near Muncie, Indiana. Lydia’s brothers
succeeded in finding her; she had totally integrated into the Indian tribe, with friends, an Indian
husband and children. Lydia was in a moral dilemma about choosing between two worlds. She
refused to go to live with her mother. Shortly afterwards, she moved with her tribe across the
Mississippi river, becoming lost to history.

Similarly, Isaac Zane’s history has also been written down. Among others, Zane Grey’s
book “Betty Zane” tells the story of the capture of Isaac Zane, whose father, a Dane of aristocratic
lineage, had been exiled from his country and come to America with William Penn. Later, he
settled himself on the Potomac River, known at the time as Berkeley County where his five sons
and a daughter were born. The Zane brothers were best known in the border for their athletic
prowess, and for their knowledge of Indian warfare. When they were still boys they were captured
by Indians, soon after their arrival on the Virginia border, and had been taken far into the interior,
and held as captives for two years. Ebenezer, Silas and Jonathan Zane were then taken to Detroit
and ransomed. While attempting to swim the Scioto River in an effort to escape, Andrew Zane had
been shot and killed by his pursuers. But the bonds that held Isaac Zane, the youngest brother,
were stronger than those of interest or revenge which had caused the captivity of his brothers. He
was loved by an Indian princess, Myeerah, the daughter of Tarhe, the chief of the Puissant Huron
race. Isaac had escaped the Indians and made his way to his place but returned and married the
daughter of Tarhe. He received from the government a patent of ten thousand acres of land on
Mad River. He established his home in the centre of this tract, where he lived with the Wyandots
until his death.

Why did Oliver choose to narrate two stories of two persons who had nothing to do with
each other? Why did she put the story of Isaac Zane between the two halves of the narratives
concerning Lydia Osborn? Could she not tell what she wanted to through the story of Osborn
alone, or that of Zane alone? Are these two narratives intervening the meaning of each other, or
are they complimenting each other’s meanings? It appears, on the surface, that Oliver is trying to
tell us two stories independent to each other. However, Oliver’s intended meaning cannot be
established without the two narratives interwoven to each other. The story of Isaac Zane gives us a
glimpse of the life of Lydia. Isaac Zane is not dissatisfied with the Indian way of living. Otherwise
he would not have returned to the wilderness to live with them, leaving “the streets” of his
previous world. There are obviously endless possibilities about the life of Lydia, but Zane’s story
suggests us a possibility of the racial integration in a remote Indian village.

These two narratives suggest us, on the aesthetic level, how fiction and imagination can
preserve history, indelibly imprinted in the mind of the author. “History”, says During, “is not
derealized” (73), and the conviction is true to the narratives of Oliver’s poem. Robin Riley Fast,
commenting on the historicity of Oliver’s poem, says that her “poetry offers European-American
readers a way of responding to Native Americans and the past we share with them that both
acknowledges the history and consequences of colonization and uses that knowledge to start
moving beyond the limits of cultural bias and individual disaffection” (59).
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After she has completed two narratives, she turns to meditation in the fifth stanza and
continues with the same until the end of the poem. In the fifth stanza she contemplates on both the
narratives. She emphatically repeats her sympathy to the parents of Lydia, but once again has no
sympathy to the lost child. She makes a little conjecture about her life. She thinks that the lost girl
“knelt down somewhere in the woods / and drank the cold water of some / wild stream, and
wanted / to live”. She, thus, justifies Osborn’s will to live, the one that had made her make a little
house for herself in the dark jungle. Osborn’s love for life is once again juxtaposed to Zane’s love
for the Indian girl. She uses the phrase “I think” thrice in the fifth stanza emphasizing how
contemplative she has been about the life of the lost children, and the lives of the Indians who they
are living with. She tells us stories of two white children, but her underlying intension is to tell us
about the life of the Native Americans. When she says, “I think Isaac caught dancing feet”, she is
telling us more about the natural rhythmic life of the Indians than about what he actually did. Her
contemplation on the lives of the two lost children leads her to declare two universal truths, “death
has no country / love has no name”.

The meditative verb of the fifth stanza “think” changes into another stronger meditative
verb “know” in the sixth stanza in which the poet contemplates about the intensions of Tarhe, the
Wyandot chief, who had captured Isaac. Tarhe could have bartered Isaac if he wanted because
Isaac was his “captured” possession. However, he did not barter him “for anything in any world”,
says Oliver, “for his own sake”.

The seventh stanza completes the poet’s meditation on the intension of the Wyandot
chief. Here she passes her judgment over the Wyandot chief. It is not always true that ill intensions
always produce ill consequences. When the Wyandot chief got his men to kidnap Isaac, he was
then inspired by hatred to the whole race of white settlers in what was then the land of the Red
people. They wanted their land undivided. They wanted to “keep it, to traverse it, to enjoy its
yield, and to people it with the same race” (Tecumseh 23). It was a resistance or a revolt by the
indigenous people against the white dominion that was then spreading rapidly like a forest fire.
The resistance, then, was essential because resistance gives birth to new power relations, or, in
other words, “power relations are obliged to change with the resistance” (Foucault 167). The
resistance dissipates itself after a new power relation is established and changes into reconciliation
and integration.

By the end of the poem, the child kidnapper becomes a “wise man” who would
understand how to give loss a meaning. The anomalous simile in which Oliver compares loss with
a broken tree is meaningful. She means to say that though the captured boy was like a broken tree,
a thing that has lost its true value, the Wyandot chief has added him more value by letting him
marry his daughter, Myeerah. Did he do it for his own sake? Oliver revises her previous
conviction with yet another meditative verb “imagine” and says, “he did it / for all of us”. Whether
it was a loss of a girl or kidnap of a boy, both of them contributed the social and racial integration
in young America.

Conclusion

The poem tells about the life of the native Indians as well as the life of the European Americans
with the vivid description of the American wilderness during the colonial period. It beautifully
presents the story of incongruity, loss and hostility which ultimately transforms into racial
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integration laying the foundation of American civilization. Oliver succeeds in writing about the
history of racial integration through this poem.
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Abstract

Nepal is one of the world's poorest countries and heavily dependent on foreign aid. Foreign aid is
essential for least developed countries like Nepal because these countries have the shortage of
fund to meet their domestic investment for accelerating economic development. Nepal receives
foreign aid from bilateral and multilateral sources. The main aim of the study is to analyse the
structure and trend of foreign aid flow in Nepal from aggregative perspective. This research paper
based up on secondary sources of information collected from economic survey, books, article and
journals. This research paper employs descriptive research design. This study shows that the ratio
of foreign aid is increasing every year since 2010 and it has not played significant role for the
development of Nepal as its goal. The study provides insights to the government and policy
makers to revise policy of foreign aid.

Key words: Grant and loan, least developed countries, foreign aid, resources.

1. Background

Foreign aid to developing countries has been an important source of finance to enhance
economic growth. However, numerous studies of aid effectiveness have failed to arrive at a
consensus. Literally, foreign aid simply refers to resources given by developed countries and
international organizations to support the economic, social and political development of
developing countries. It is transfer of resources from developed countries for the purpose of
encouraging economic growth in developing countries with the promotion of the economic
development. However, all types of resource transfer cannot be considered as foreign aid. The
foreign aid should have certain features such as it should be with aim of economic development,
welfare of recipient country and should have grant element, low interest rate and supportive for
long term capital requirement. Foreign aid enables the developing economy to achieve the
objective of technological up-gradation and innovations and helps to meet the gap between
investment needed and saving (Lekhi, 2005). Besides, it overcomes not only capital deficiency and
technological backwardness but also brings skilled personnel, organizational experience, market
information, advanced production techniques, innovations etc.

Foreign aid has been recognized as the most crucial factor in enhancing economic
development in many countries. No doubt, it is extremely fruitful for developing countries such as
Nepal as well, which lack enough capital and technological resources necessary for higher
investment and development. While the share of foreign aid in the annual budget was around less
then 20 percent in FY 2012/13 to FY 2014/15 AD, it jumped to 29 percent in FY 2016/17, largely
because of the post-earthquake reconstruction activities. Foreign aid is contributing around 22
percent to the current FY 2017/18. Foreign aid contributions account about 25 percent on average
in the total budgetary requirement every year.

° article submitted on 7 May 2018, Peer reviewed on 18 May , Accepted for publication 3 Jun
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2. Foreign Aid to Nepal: An Historical Perspective

The United States was the first country from which Nepal received foreign aid. A sum of
US$ 2000 was provided by the United States to the Rana Regime in January 1951, just a month
before the regime collapsed. Soon after, foreign aid from diverse sources came into the country.
Since 1952, India, despite being a recipient country itself, became involved in providing aid to
Nepal. In 1956, China also began to help Nepal, followed by the former Soviet Union. These two
regional powers (India and China) and two superpowers (the United States and the former USSR)
had their own strategic interests in competing for aid to Nepal ( Khadka, 1997).

Nepal has been successful in tapping aid from various sources. While its neighboring
countries of India and China are two traditional sources, Nepal has expanded its diplomatic
relations with a large number of donors, resulting in increased aid flows to the country. By the late
1980s over 35 countries provided aid to Nepal ( Khadka,1997 ).

Foreign aid has been an important instrument in the socio-economic development of
Nepal. Since the early 1950s, almost all physical infrastructures have been financed by foreign aid.
Nepal’s geographical location, topography (its mountainous terrain) and wide spread poverty
combined with high rates of population growth have persistently made the country aid-dependent
for more than half a century. The average aid to GDP ratio increased from about 2 per cent in the
1960s to almost 10 per cent in the 1990s ( Bhattrai, 2005).

Until the mid 1960s, Nepal was almost fully dependent on foreign grants for all its
development projects. The first Five Year Plan (1956-60) was entirely financed by foreign aid.
Most of these grants were on a bilateral basis and concentrated on the establishment of public
enterprises and building physical infrastructures. For example, grants from India helped to build
the airport in Kathmandu, the Koshi dam and various irrigation projects. The former Soviet Union
provided assistance to build cigarette and sugar factories, a hydroelectric plant, and part of the
East—West highway. China assisted to construct roads, a trolley bus line in Kathmandu, and
leather and shoe, and brick and tile factories. US grants supported village development,
agriculture, education and public health. The US also helped start the Nepal Industrial
Development Corporation, which granted loans to several industries. Although during the 1950s
and 1960s the top priority was given to the development of infrastructure, later, in the 1970s, the
agricultural sector received high priority for the allocation of aid ( Bhattrai, 2005).

3. Statement of Problem
As mentioned above, structure of foreign aid is collected through economic survey of Nepal. It is
based upon the related literature reviewed, following research questions are identified.

What is the structure of foreign aid in Nepal?

What is the trend of foreign aid in Nepal?

4. Objectives of the Study
The main objective of the study is to show the composition of foreign aid. The specific objectives
of the study are as follows;

To explain the structure of foreign aid in Nepal

To examine the trend of foreign aid in Nepal.



5. Research Methodology
The article is based on secondary data collected from website of Ministry of Finance for
the period of eight years from 2009/2010 to 2016/2017 A.D. This is a review research.
Information collected mainly from books, article, economic survey and journals are analyzed and
presented in the systematic way.

6. Structure of Foreign Aid in Nepal
The four point program agreement signed between Nepal and the US on 23 January, 1951
heralded Nepal’s first experience of foreign aid assistance. The US government’s assistance of Rs.
22,000 provided under four point program. Nepal received foreign assistance mainly in the form
of grants and loans. In the 1960’s and 70’s, Nepal received foreign aid mainly through grants.
Grants made up almost 70% of total foreign aid. However, the composition of aid changed
significantly when she asked to borrow. In 2000/01, Nepal received 64.07% in the form of loan

and 35.93% in the form of grants (Sigdel, 2004).

(M

Again, the situation has been changed in 2009/10, grants shares was 77.4%, while loans
was 22.6%. The current situation shows that amount of loan is increasing and amount of grants is
decreasing. In Nepalese context, loans are mainly from multilateral sources like IMF, WB and
ADB etc. while grants are received from IMF, WB and ADB etc.,while grants are from bilateral

sources.

Table (1)

Structure of foreign aid in Nepal (Rs in million)
Fiscal year Grant Loan Total foreign Aid
2009/10 38545.97 (77.45%) 11223.38 (22.55%) 49769.35
2010/11 45922.17(79.18%) 12075.60(20.89%) 57997.77
2011/12 40810.28 (78.64%) 11083.07 (21.36%) 51893.35
2012/13 35229.80 (74.64%) 11969.44 (25.36%) 47199.24
2013/14 42205.7 (70.10%) 17998.82 (29.90%) 60204.52
2014/15 38291.4 (59.92%) 25615.6 (40.08%) 63907.00
2015/16 39544.00 (54.33%) 33228.3 (45.67%) 72772.3
2016/17 40819.3  (40.88%) 59022.2 (59.12%) 99841.5

Sources - Economic Survey ( 2010 - 2016 A.D)

The table shows the share of loan and grant in foreign aid in the process of economic
development of Nepal .The information provided above suggests that Nepal became heavily
dependent on foreign aid. This became increasingly evident with the total amount of bilateral

grants exceeding that of multilateral loans.

This group provided Rs 38545.97 million grants and loan Rs 11223.38 million and the
total foreign aid was Rs. 49769.35 million, in 2009/10 AD. which increased to Rs 57997.77
million in 2010/11 AD. Nowthe total foreign aid is Rs. 99841.5 million in 2016/17 A.D. This
situation shows the structure of grant and loan is gradually increasing.
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7. Trend of Foreign Aidin Nepal

The first official budget was announced in 2008 BS. The government felt the need to
have a resource planning to enter into a new era of formal financial and economic sector
development. The Colombo Plan, which was announced in 1950AD during the summit of
common wealth countries in Colombo, Sri Lanka, aims to provide foreign aid in cooperative,
economic and social development to the countries belonging mainly to the Asia and Pacific
regions. Nepal joined in the Colombo Plan in 1952 AD and later started to receive the grants in
human capital development through the scholarship programs offered by different countries
especially for the studies in the professional and technical areas. During the 1950s, Nepalese
scholars pursued abroad studies under such programs envisioned by the Colombo Plan.

It also assisted in the water supply, hydropower projects, highway and many other social
capital assets generation projects. Other donors such as India, China and the United States lent
support in the road networks, public enterprises, factories, integrated development projects apart
from education and health sectors .Moreover, in the 1960s, the amount of loans received by Nepal
was higher than that of grant. The government implicitly agreed on its policy to receive foreign
loan on project specific. Thus, the percent of foreign aid as aloan over the grant increased from
less than 4 percent between 1965 and 1970 to more than 25 percent by 1988AD. The total foreign
aid and assistant received in 2015 was recorded at US$ 1.74 billion, that was around 86 percent,
whereas 14 percent of the total assistant was received from International Non-Governmental
Organizations (INGOs).

Foreign aid was the major source of development expenditure. Withthe improvement in
internal resource mobilization, the contribution of foreign aid slowly declined. Notably, the rate of
such contribution is now more or less stable as it stands at a quarter of the total annual
expenditure. Likewise, the grant was dominant in the early stages which is replaced with the loan
in the later stages.

Nepal received foreign assistance mainly in the form of grants and loans. In the 1960°s
and 70’s, Nepal received foreign aid mainly through grants. Grants made up almost 70% of total
foreign aid. However, the composition of aid changed significantly when she asked to borrow. In
2000/01, Nepal received 64.07% in the form of loan and 35.93% in the form of grants (Sigdel,
2004).

But, The situation was changed in 2009/10 to 2015/16, grants shares was 77.4%, while
loans was 22.56% in 2009/2010 and 2015/16 grant share was 54.33% and loan was 45.67% . so,
In this situation shows that amount of loan is increasing and amount of grants is decreasing. In
Nepalese context, loans are mainly from multilateral sources like IMF, WB and ADB etc.
similarly, grants are received from IMF, WB and ADB etc., while grants are from bilateral
sources. The trend shows the share of loan and grant in foreign aid in the process of economic
development of Nepal. Again, the situation has been changed in 2016/17, grants shares was
40.88%, while loans was 59.12%. The current situation shows that amount of loan is increasing
and amount of grants is decreasing.
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The composition and trends of grant and loan presented in figure.

Figure 1
Trends of grant and loan in Nepal
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Sources - Economic Survey (2010 - 2016 A.D)

Graphically, the trend and composition of grant and loan is shown in figure 1 above. At the initial
phase of the study period, i.e., up to the FY 2011/12 the gap of foreign grants and loan was very
high. FY 2012/13 to FY 2015/16 the line of grant and loan was very closed .so, the line of grant
and loan has shown the nonlinear trend over the study period.

8. Conclusion

Foreign aid has played a significant role in meeting the financial requirements of
developing countries Nepal. Aid must be linked with sustainable growth and poverty reduction. In
conclusion, aid is not bad and must be effectively utilized to attain.This implies that foreign aid
has been an additional source of financing investment. In addition to examine the impact of total
aid its forms (for example, loans and grants) and sources (for example, bilateral and multilateral
aid). The analysis has been extended to examine the influence of policy environment on aid
effectiveness. Finally, the results suggest that aid effectiveness improves in Nepal. But the ratio of
loan is increasing than grant. It shows the Nepalese economy is high dependency on foreign loan.
So, it cannot play significant role for the sustainable development of Nepal changing its entire
economic and social condition.

(info.krishnagopaladhikari@gmail.com)
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The term, Hegemony is derived from the Greek word which simply means “dominance
over”. Hegemony, the dominance of one group over another is often supported by legitimacy
norms and ideas. Hegemony is a way of ruling over subordinate groups by ruling groups through
consent and legitimacy. In ancient Greece, hegemony denoted politico-military dominance of a
city states. In the 19" century, hegemony came to denote the social and cultural predominance by
one group within a society. Later, it could be used to mean a group which exerts influence within a
society. Gramsci does not believe that only economic exploitation is as cause of class conflict
rather there are many forces which may be causes of class conflict. According to Marxist thinker
Gramsci, cultural hegemony is such a discourse that the ruling class can manipulate the value
system and mores of a society through it so that their view becomes the world view. Cultural
hegemony is used to address the relation between culture and power under capitalism.

“ The concept of cultural hegemony can aid intellectual historians trying to understand
how ideas re-enforce or undermine existing social structures and social historians seeking
to reconcile the apparent contradiction between the power wielded by dominant groups
and the relative cultural autonomy of subordinate groups whom they victimize.”(568)

A kind of rule is imposed by dominant fundamental group over subordinate group through
consent, discourse and legal process. This consent is historically caused by the prestige which the
dominant group enjoy because of it’s position over means of production. The dominant groups
impose a direction on social life. Subordinates are manipulated to follow the constructed rules by
the dominant groups. “For Marxism an ideology is a belief system, and all belief systems are
products of cultural conditioning”(56). They believe matter determines Rai ideology. Economic
determinism is a central part of traditional Marxist thinking. They think the most important means
of production because cultural world is shaped by base.

Gramsci saw the capitalist state as being made up of two overlapping spheres, “a political
society” (which rules through force) and “ a civil society”’( which rules through consent). We can’t
give clear definition of hegemony in a single sentence. To rely on a single definition is misleading.
For Gramsci, consent and force nearly always co-exist through one or the other predominates.
Gramsci believes in Foucault’s discourse which may be the surest way of ruling over subordinate
groups. Subordinate groups are divided in order to be ruled by dominant group. The state has been
thought as political society by Gramsci. He believes hegemony is excercised over subordinate
groups through so called private organizations like; church, trade unions or schools. Gramsci
seems to be different from other classical Marxists because he does not believe that only matter of
in- equal distribution as the key cause of conflict. He states that cultural hegemony is taken as tool
of suppressing over poor which may create conflict in the society.Hegemony is a process of
continuous creation, which is given it’s massive scale, is bound to uneven in the degree of

° article submitted on 2 May 2018, Peer reviewed on 15 May , Accepted for publication 1 Jun
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legitimacy, it commands and to leave some room for antagonistic cultural expression to develop.
His concept of hegemonic consensus acknowledges differences in wealth and power even in
democracies and seeks to show how those inequalities have been maintained or challenged in the
sphere of culture. The ideas, values and experiences of dominant groups are validated in the public
discourse: those of subordinate groups are not , though they may continue to thrive beyond the
boundaries of received opinion. Hegemony is a model of social control from top down. On the
contrary, new forms of cultural hegemony can bubble up from below, as historical blocs fashion a
world view with wide appeal. Gramsci means to say that elite or ruling class take cultural
hegemony as the main reliable way of exercising their power over dominant group. Hegemonic
culture becomes internationally persuasive rather than merely authoritative. It preserves a certain
indeterminacies and open end.

Pathak in Mangena, reveals how different written and unwritten cultures of ethnic and
minority groups are overshadowed by the culture of ruling class people in Nepal. The culture of
ruling class people became as culture of nation. And when ethnic or marginalized people raise
voice to bring their culture at the center, their voices are sabotaged by mis-interpreting them as
main cause of bringing problem in national unity. According to Pathak, Late King Mahendra and
former prime minister, Oli used nationalism as a tool to block the voices of marginalized groups.
Pathak believes Oli’s nationalism under- erases the identity of minority groups. In fact ,
nationalism of Mahendra and Oli was as a discourse of ruling class in order to convince other
classes that their interests are the interests of all. The subordinate groups are not actively Rai
persuaded, but by a more subtle and inclusive power over the economy, and over the state
apparatuses such as education and the media, by which the ruling class’s culture and interest come
to be taken for granted.This so called nationalism denies identity of othered people and
economically weak people. “ Yo rastrabadle bhugoleko siroper garchha ra aam janatako dalan
dalanlai chhipawchha”.(208) Pathak believes Oli’s nationalism was just way of legalization his
government’s policies and way of suppressing right voices of marginalized people. The issue of
nationalism raised by Oli may create false consciousness which may keep them far from khowing
exploitation over them. Pathak does not see any differences in Late king Mahendra’s nationalism
and Oli’s nationalism. Actually, king Mahendra wanted to legalize his action of 2017
overshadowing his errors by creating the concept of nationalism in the mind of poor people. As
Friedrich Engels and Marx called “ hegemony, as false consciousness” which would keep people
from recognizing and rejecting their oppression. Mahendra took nationalism as main tool for
creating false consciousness in common people. Pathak presents his view that Mahendra’s
nationalism was not true in fact. If he was true , why he would send Nepalese youths to join in
Indian army to fight against China or Pakistan. Time and again, Kirant community of east Nepal,
Gurung and Magar of west Nepal and indigenous people of Madhes were misused by different
shah kings. They are called honest and hard working people until they are silent but when they
start raising voices for equality and their respected presence in state, their voices are suppressed
by so-called nationalism. So-called nationalism has become one of the reliable means of discourse
to dismantle the issues of marginalized groups. This is a cultural hegemony. It shows how
subordinate groups are forced to follow the created cultural laws as dominant groups make.
Dominant groups’ culture and language have been considered as national culture and language but
other cultures and languages are considered as the main cause of dismantling the national unity.
One caste culture, language and religion have been presented as national identity but rest of others
are known as key causes of deteriorating national unity. The culture and language of subordinate
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groups have been imagined essentially irrational and cause of destroying unity and peace. The
ruling class people never see beautiful aspect of marginalized people’s culture rather they always
try to describe darker aspect.

“ Mahendriya rastrabadhle Madhesilai Nepali mandainatheya ra nepali vasha Bolna najaneko
bahanama nagarikta didainatheya. Aam madheshi vashalai Pani nepali maniyena. Mahendriya
rastrabad anuyayilai aaja pani tesaikaran Madhesi, aadhibashi, janajati lagayetle aadhikarko kura
garda bikhandanko darle RaiSatawchha.” (212)

Pathak tries to show how real voices of marginalized people are misinterpreted by so- called high
caste people of Nepal. He shows hegemony of high caste people. They have created permanent
discourse in the name of nationalism and always threaten to be silent in order to maintain peace and
unity. It is blamed as the cause of bringing disunity when marginalized groups raise voice in order to
uplift their status. This is one of the best example of hegemony of ruling class. “ Tara chakhh lagdo
tathye pani chha Chinasangako yuddama sabaibhanda dherai Nepalko yuwanai ladaiko lagi varti
vaye.” (213)It shows hypocrisy of ruling class people. Perhaps, marginalized groups couldn’t have
understood the double standard of ruling class. If Mahendra was real nationalist, he would not allow
to Nepalese boys to get join in Indian army to fight against China. In fact, he was not nationalist,
rather he could win the heart of common people through emotional blackmail. Likewise, Oli also did
same as Late king Mahendra did. Both of them were from ruling class family who always ignore
identity of indigenous people. Furthermore, “ Mahendrale school schoolma ropai garera falayeko
rastrabadko pasal lagawna sajilo thiyo Olile tehi gare yesle janajatilai jodew ki pahadi madhesiko
manobaiganik fato jhan farakilo banayo.”(216) Indeed, nationalism is a kind of feelings which
should unit all the Nepalese people whether they are from different communities or religious
backgrounds. But Oli’s nationalism has created vast gap in between madesh and pahad and
indigenous people and othered. The daily life of common people was so tough. However, some
caders and certain groups of people were enchanting as if Oli is the incarnation of god. Actually ,
markets were captured by corrupted people. The properties and money were being confiscated by
the brokers in Oli’s ruling period. It seems as if there is no government in Nepal.

Gramsci talks about two types of intellectual; traditional and organic. The majority of
educated people are intelligencia. But he encourages to be intellectual. He says educated people
can’t be organic because of psychological fear. They may have fear that the rulers may snatch
their opportunities at any time. The intellectual circle of Nepal should have made clear definition
of nationalism but they did not dare to make it clear rather they spent their time in flattering. It
seems Nepalese intellectuals are flatterer because they always try to make rulers happy in order to
gain profit. As far as, nationalism is a kind of feeling which may connect people even if they are
from different economic, cultural and ethnic background. Therefore, it should not be used in order
to fulfill political interest as Mahendra and Oli did. The nationalism Rai of Mahendra and Oli
created gap in- between hill and tarai , indigenous and ruling class people. Indeed, nationalism is
key note in bringing unity but it has been wrongly used in order to fulfill their individual interest.

Theoretically, the language of ruler would get as position of the language of state.
Similarly, the religion of rulers would be considered as national religion and rest of other religions
are othered. There are many other languages spoken by different ethnic groups are not taken as
national language. This is also a way of ruling over indigenous people through making them feel
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psychologically that their cultures and languages are inferior to the ruling class people. “Darjanow
matrivasha boline ra bivinna dharma mannie mulukma aawetai dharma /sanskritiko dabdabba
hunubittikai teshle janasankhyako thulo hissalai komjore ra simantakrit tulayo.” (146) Cultural
and linguistic diversity is the beauty of Nepal in fact. There are different people in Nepal who
have different nations mean culture, language and belief which should have taken as properties of
state but the culture and language of minority groups have been sabotaged as low level of culture
and language. False discourse has been created to less the value of minority groups’ culture and
language. Gramsci says this is cultural hegemony. Hegemony means a way of ruling without using
force. Through the discourse, the ruling class may make minority class feel that they have to
accept what they are asked to do. Pathak says nepali language was not the language of the all
Nepalese but it was made as national language by majority groups of people like; chhetri and
brahamins. Nepali language has dominant position in the field of Nepali literature and as means of
communication in the offices. Literary texts in other languages have been ignored. As a result,
well texts written in other languages did not get chance to compete with the text in nepali
language. Perhaps, even important issues of others are not written to be read. Pathak compares
between Bhanu Bhakta and Jashmani Santa. Santa raised voice against gender discrimination even
at the period. In contrast, Bhanu Bhakta said, “ it is sign of prostitution if women laugh.” Despite
the fact, Bhanu Bhakta has been presented as national hero on the other hand, Santa as cause of
bringing conflict in the society.

In conclusion, the minority group and subaltern are ruled through cultural hegemony.
Cultural hegemony is a discourse to make subordinate groups feel that the culture and language of
ruling class as the culture and language of all. The terms nationalism, harmony and unity have
been used to under- shadow the voices of marginalized people. The ruling class people use these
terms to legalize their action as the action of the state and entire people of the state. But that
cleverness of ruling class people may not lead nation to the prosperity. The state should have equal
behavior to the all communities and their cultures and languages should be granted as the
properties of the state. Gramsci believes different discriminations in the society equally play as
hurdle in making country prosperous as economic base. Therefore, the voices of different minority
groups should be heard and languages and cultures should be taken as the properties of the nation.
But if we try to sabotage them by just false concept of so-called nationalism, that may not bring
permanent peace, harmony and unity.
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Abstract

Ecological imaginings are distinctive methods of thoughts and creativities which study
the condition of ecology on the earth. This article focuses on how the ecological imaginings are
distinguished in the Srimad Bhagavatam of Krisna Dvai-Payana Vyasa. Such study is significant
to study Srimad Bhagavatam from the lens of ecology as well. This research paper explores the
ecological events of this oath-taking book of the Hindus. The research approach adopted in this
research paper includes the analytical views of research scholars and critics. It also makes
conscious to the readers how the Srimad Bhagavatam makes awareness to the people despite its
origin five thousand years ago. The findings from this research provide evidences the readers how
the Srimad Bhagavatam is equally important to save the environmental crisis on the earth. The
conclusion drown from this study is that this magnum opus is the main key to solve the ecological
problems of this world.

Keywords: Ecocriticism, theology, ecology, imaginings, environment, hazards, solutions

1. Introduction

The word “Ecology” was coined in 1866 by the German zoologist Ernest Haeckel. He argues: “By
ecology, we mean the body of knowledge concerning the economy of nature” (7). From that time,
“Ecology” has become the subject matter of study. But the first person who applied the term
“Ecology” in man’s relations with environment is Ellen Swallow, whose theories were published in
the Boston Globe of November 1892 (Bate 37). “Ecology” for her, is primarily taken as a study of
intricate relations between animals and plants later on turned to be used as a science based on the
principles of battering human life by making it healthy and happy through relationship with animals
and plants. This idea makes “Ecology” the study of interconnections between living beings including
humans, animals and plants and non- living things for better existence of all.

The term “Ecocriticism” was used at first by William Rueckert in 1978 to “mean” the application of
ecology and the ecological concepts to the study of literature ” (108-9). He was inspired in
ecocriticism from Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring. Of course, the study of “language” in “Ecology” is
ecocriticism. It is the study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment. It
takes “the earth- centered approach to literary studies” (Glotfelty 248). The earth is regarded as the
cauldron of knowledge. The ecocritics want to track environmental ideas and representations
whenever they appear. They seek to evaluate texts and ideas in terms of their coherence and
usefulness as responses to environmental hazards. Greg Garrard relates “Ecocriticism” is dominated
by the Association for the Study of Literature (ASLE). Many early works of ecocriticism were
characterized by an exclusive interest in Romantic poetry. Ecocriticism is unique amongst
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contemporary literary and cultural theories because of its close relationship with the science of
ecology.

The West has taken nature as silent and inarticulate for centuries now. With the rise of humanist
logocentricism, nature has been marginalized. This practice of pushing nature into silence and to
receiving mode started with Protagoras in 500 BC. He is noted for his doctrine “Man is the measure
of all things”. Renaissance humanism justified the divine posture and image of human beings and
this justification has ever since proved detrimental to the rest of nature and natural species. Not only
the Renaissance, but Christianity as a religion too has been a cause of giving humanity as a sense of
superiority. In the Bible, the earth has been made the centre of everything because man dwells on it.
This anthropocentric Western religious, philosophical and cultural outlook has been outlined as the
cause of the damage in the natural environment. Lynn White interprets the condition of the earth: “If
not checked, the living world will be unable to sustain life in the manner that we know” (457).
Knowing the earth is to understand it holistically in biotic and abiotic forms on the earth.

Green thinkers beginning from Rousseau to the present time deeply feel that the major cause of the
environmental degradation of the earth and the ecocide that humans have launched is human
apartness from the earth. But such thinkers are divided into “Light Greens”- environmentalists and
“Dark Greens”- deep ecologists (Bate 37). “Light Greens’ are more anthropocentric because they
place humans higher than the other creatures. But “Dark Green” looks into the traditional
personification and stereotyping of nature as mother. The green tradition in American writing
commands Buell’s special attention, particularly environmental non- fiction from colonial times to
present. In the works of writers from Crevecoeur to Wendell Berry, from John Muir to Aldo
Leopold, from Rachel Carson to Leslie Silko, Mary Austin to Edward Abby, Buell examines
enduring environmental themes such as the dream of relinquishment, the personification of the non
human, the attentiveness to environmental cycles, a devotion to place, and a prophetic awareness of
possible ecocatastrophe.

2. Apocalypse in Environmental Ethics

“Apocalypse” is a metaphor which is used in literary imagination. It has planned two fold designs: to
raise awareness towards the environmental crisis that the world is facing as a result of increasing
pressure on the earth—over population, pollution, over exploitation of land and earth’s resources for
human use, escalating urbanization and industrialization, global warming, ozone layer depletion,
extinction of species and disregard towards the preservation of earth’s environment—and to develop
a sense of environmental ethics by making human beings aware of the intrinsic worth as a part of
web as a way to advert the crisis using the strategy of showing the relations among the worldly
things. The understanding the web can serve as the sole factor alerting humanity to their careless
domination over the earth without which human life appears impossible.

“The Fate of the Earth” is a book of Jonathan Schell in which he focuses: “may be only by
descending into his hell in imagination- now; can we hope to escape descending into it in reality at
some later time” (5). This awareness of the apocalypse has certainly to do with Schell’s idea of
adverting the possible threat that human world is likely to face if the existing pace of exploitation of
the earth continues. It becomes clear that the ecological apocalypse as presented in literary
imaginings need not be taken in its face value as it serves as an ecocentric imaginative strategy to
advert the doom rather than the deception of the doom. Under the impact of this apocalyptic
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thinking, many writers started presenting world portrayals intending to create a moral antithesis to
make readers aware that there is a possibility that the world has reached where the extinction of
nature and land-centered cultures are not too far.

The vision of apocalypse had its roots in the Christian eschatological thinking until the seventeenth
century. The Christian view that the world must end in a divinely ordained catastrophe underwent a
revision with the impact the Copernican and Newtonian scientific revolutions. This new change
started to “convert eschatological thinking from a game of deductive logic into a form of speculative
free play” (Buell 297). Later in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, particularly in America,
much optimism was gained and, both the religious and secular eschatological thinking got diffused
as people starting that each crisis must be solved. But many people did not believe about the end of
the world. Literary writers during the time of the civil war in America warned the day of the wrath if
something was not done about the social evils. Harriet Beecher’s Uncle Tom’s cabin is an example
of it.

Immeasurable loss gathered momentum in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries as tremendous
pressure on land and increasing rate of population threatened the existence of humanity and other
species too. This threat led to apocalyptic thinking in literary imagining and creative writers’
environmental perceptions that focus on the structures of Lawrence Buell. He analyses:
“interrelatedness, biotic egalitarianism, magnification and, conflation” (305). They primarily focus
on relatedness and web metaphor and hint at the chain relationship among natural entities. To advert
anthropomorphic pressure on the earth and its life forms they focus on the reciprocity between
humans, animals, and plants — animate and inanimate. This is why, they start talking the earth as an
organism.

3. Textual Analysis

Ecological interactions are celebrated ritually in many traditional cultures through sacrifice and
pooja, an act of gratitude for the abundance of these trophic networks. In the world, we can see
strong eco- consumerist and anthropocentric cultural and literary understanding sanctioning the
exploitation of the earth for human advantages. Ecological imaginings of the Srimad Bhagavatam
look for harmony between flora and fauna on the earth. The ecological imaginings of the text make
conscious to the readers about the degrading environment of the world. Modern human world is
facing the environmental problems and future world is likely to face consequences not from human
ignorance but from human hubris and carelessness. One can find the ecological motivation with the
help of the ecological imaginings in the Srimad Bhagavatam. Christopher Key Chapple and Mary
Evelyn Tucker analyse the sameness between god and nature. They argue about the concept of
dharma and karma .They opine that: “Dharma requires that one considers the entire universe as an
extended family” (15). Every entity and organism is a part of one large extended family system
presided over by the natural Mother Earth. She is angered by misdeeds of her children and punishes
them with disasters.

Vyasadeva, the writer deals ecological imaginings in the Srimad Bhagavatam. Lord Vishnu is just
like a great tree, and all others including the demigods, men and other living entities are like
branches, twigs and leaves of the tree. The writer states that: “By pouring water on the root of the
tree, all parts of the tree are automatically nourished. The modern materialistic society is detached
from its relation to the supreme Lord” (canto:1, 62). If human beings have devotion to Lord Vishnu,
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it is not necessary to worship to other Lords. Here Lord Vishnu is compared to a tree metaphorically.
If the trees are supposed to be the presence of Lord Vishnu, other ecological crisis will be solved.
This ecological imagining is the milestone to save trees and make a balance on this earth
ecologically. If all trees are regarded as a peepal tree, people respect forest as Lord Visnu and there
may no deforestation. Aforestation is necessary to save the ecology in this world for the betterment
of flora and fauna.

The duty of a government relates to the Hindu. The duty of a government is to kill all at once the
social evils such as thieves, dacoits, and murderers. The same punishment is also implemented for
the animal Killers because animals of a state are also the praja. Praja means one who has taken birth
in a state and this includes both men and animals (Bhakti Vedanta, Canto: | 953). No one has any
right to kill another animal unless it is so ordered by the codes of the natural law. A tiger can kill a
lower animal for his subsistence, but a man cannot kill an animal for his subsistence. Srimad
Bhagavatam talks about the moral responsibility to control the environmental crisis. When people
see their children and grand children, they feel that they have been successful. We have to regard
trees as our children. Vasuda Narayan, a critic of ecocriticism, says: “One tree is equal to ten
sons”(10). Dharma texts promote righteousness behavior on the earth and moksha texts encourage
one to be detached from such concerns. The Srimad Bhagavatam has tried to bridge dharma and
moksha paradigms.

Lord Krisna, an influential character in the Srimad Bhagavatam, is identified geographically. Lord
Rama is associated with monkeys whereas Krisna is surrounded by cattle (Chapple 28). Lord Krisna
performed his Lilas in Vraja, Mathura, Gokula, etc. the writer highlights those places in the text. The
ecocritical actions of Lord Krisha are admirable. Vyasadeva writes about it:

Yad vai Vraje Vraja- pasum visatoya- pitan

palams tv ajivayad anugra ha- drsti- vrstya

tac- chuddhaye ti- visa- virya- vilola-jihvam

uccatayisyad uragamviharanhradinyam

“When the cowherd boys and their animals drank the poisoned water of the River Yamuna, and
after the Lord (in His childhood) revived them by His merciful glance, just to purify the water of
the River Yamuna. He jumped into it as if playing a chastised the venomous Kaliya snake, which
was lurking there, its tongue emitting, waves of poison.” (Vyasadeva Canto: 2" . 409)

It is a praiseworthy ecological action of Lord Krsna. That kind of impossible work is not possible
by a common person. His super human task is useful to make an ecological balance in the area of
the Yamuna River. The snake Kaliya is a destroyer in the ecology. But before being too late, the
Lord rescues not only to human beings but also to the animals as well as vegetations as an
environmentalist. For him, there is no discrimination between plants and animals. But people
always distinguish plants and animals from humans and they create problems in ecology. Of
course, this action of Lord Krsna is instructive, and admirable.

The Srimad Bhagavatam instructs the readers to rescue others during the time of ecological crisis.
Lord Krsna also rescues the cowherd community by holding up the Govardhan Hill with His little
finger at the age of seven. The hill is used as an umbrella by the Lord. He protects the people and

animals (Prabhupada, Canto:2™ . 414). Whenever there is any trouble in the universe, the devotees
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pray for the appearance, and the Lord appears. The Lord is the savior of nature. Even in His
childhood, He is surrounded by cowherd boys and calves, and thus, He travels the shore of the
Yamuna River through gardens densely covered with trees and fills with vibrations of chirping
birds. But people do not care about the ecological imaginings in this world. As Prabhupada
mentions: “People are more addicted to the qualities of Kali Yuga. They believe in egoism and
say: “I am everything.” (Canto: 3™ 235). Conscious of the soul is polluted by the material
atmosphere, and thus the various activities are exhibited in the false ego of bodily pleasure. Those
who engage in sense gratification are called demons, and those who spread the glorification of
Lord or satisfy the transcendental sense of Lord are called demigods. The war between Lord
Krisna and demons represents the conflict between good and evil. Such a conflict also reveals the
crisis in ecology.

The ecological imaginings lie in the great rivers like the Ganges, Yamuna, Saraswati, Normada
and so on in the Srimad Bhagavatam. Maharaja Pariksit, just after receiving the news of his death
within seven days, at once retired from the family and shifted himself to the sacred bank of the
Yamana River (Vyasadeva, Canto: |, 1066). The river is flowing past his palace door. The river
Yamuna is more directly connected with Lord krsna than the Ganges (Vyasadeva, Canto: I, 1063).
While Basudeva is crossing the river with the Baby Lord Krsna for a safe place at Gokula, the
Lord touches the river with His feet. The Yamuna is carrying the dust of the lotus feet of Lord
Krsna and tulsi leaves and Maharaj Pariksit goes there. The writer mentions:
Ya vai lasac- chri- tulasi- vimisra-
Krsnanghri-renv-abhyadhikambu-netri
Punati lokan ubhayatra sesan
Kas tam na seveta marisyamanah
“The river carries the most auspicious
water, which is mixed with the dust of the
lotus feet of the lord and tulsi leaves.
Therefore, that water sanctifies the three worlds
inside and outside. Consequently, everyone
who is destined to die must take shelter of this river”.

(Vedavyasa, Canto: | 1065)

Both the Ganges and the Yamuna are transcendental (amartya) rivers, and the Yamuna is still
more sanctified than the Ganges. Modern scientists are very eager to reach the moon and other
planets by material arrangements, but they cannot conceive the highest planet of this universe i.e.
the earth. But a devotee like Maharaj Pariksit does not care a fig for the moon or any of the
material planets. So, when he is assured of his death on the fixed date, he becomes more
determined in the transcendental loving service of Lord Krisna by complete fasting on the bank of
the Yamuna River. It means that the devotees of the Lord Krisna show the sign of respect to the
natural things like rivers, forest and they love all animals, insects and vegetations. To save the
ecological things, the Srimad Bhagavatam becomes key points for the present people on this earth.

Srivatsa Goswami, a Vaishnava scholar, has a fascinating explanation of the role of krsna, whose
life the critic considers “the greatest chapter in the environmental history” (81). As a child, Krsna
lives in the forest s of VVrindavan. The trees are his friends. When the sun is too hot He lies
beneath a tree with a root for pillow, shaded by its outstretched branches. The praises of the tree
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are sung by Krsna in the Bhagavatam, is one of the most revealing such passages in the entire
Vedic literature. Prabhupada interprets that the trees dedicate their lives for the welfare of others
individually, they tolerate all kinds of natural disturbances, such as hurricanes, torrents of rain,
scorching heat and piercing cold, but they are very careful to relieve our fatigue and give us
shelter. Prime concludes that the Srimad Bhagavatam teaches that trees must be protected because
all species live on the land. The best way to teach environmental concern is through Krisna’s life.
He is the savior of the environment- that is the sum total of His life and teachings (75). From the
actions and precepts of Krisna, it is better to worship the hills, forest and cows than to perform a
ritual for demigods. The local people worship the Govardhan Hill as a manifeatation of Lord
krisna.

According to the Varaha Purana, as quoted by Srila Gosvami, there is no difference between the
water of the Ganges and the Yamuna, but when the water of the Ganges is sanctified one hundred
times, it is called Yamuna (Veda Vyasa 1066). The Hindus use the drop of the water from the
Ganges and Yamuna before their death. A person who takes bath in the Ganges can be free from
all kinds of diseases (Prime 116). Ecology is everything and it is our duty to save it. Mountains
and rivers are not only have long been considered sacred within Hinduism but have been seen as
an integral part of human experiences, a source of both economic and spiritual strength. In the
Srimad Bhagatam, with the help of the ecological imaginings, there has been an appeal to the
traditional religious sensibilities in support of environmental issues. Greg Garrd emphasizes the
importance of rivers and concludes that: “Love the river, stay by it and learn from it” (253). If one
loves a river, he can get so many benefits from her. Our daily lives depend on the river so that she
is everything for all creatures and vegetations. The river works for others all the time. People who
regard the river as an instructor, have to learn so many things from her. They should not be selfish
and it is their duty to solve the environmental problems.

4. Conclusion

Lord Krisna, a pivotal character of the Srimad Bhagavatam is driven by the ecological imaginings.
It internalizes the importance of panchamahabhuta in making of living and non-living world of
nature. In the text, religious imaginings belong to the elements of composition of human body.
This conception resembles the innate bond between human and other forms of nature, and raises a
sense of basophilia. The foundation of natural reverence in Srimad Bhagavatam lie in findings
oneness in human, natural and divine forms. The Hindu tradition of worshipping Dharti, Agni,
Vayu, Baruna, Akash (earth, fire, air, water, and ether) has its roots in this imagining of innate
bond as these natural forms are directly identified with the divine images.
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Stock Price Volatility of Service Industries in Nepal®

Prabin Rai

Abstract

The paper examines the stock price volatility of selected three service industries, commercial
banks, Hydropower companies and Insurance companies of Nepal. It is based on the secondary
date these were collected from websites of Nepal share sansar.com and others. Descriptive
statistical tools like mean, standard deviation, the coefficient of variation and trend line analysis
are used to analyze the panel data. The result shows that the stock price of all selected service
companies is highly volatile either positive or negative. So these service industries are risky and
complex for investment.

Keywords: Service industries, price volatility, trend line, descriptive statistic tools, panel data.

1. Introduction

Stock price volatility is emerging features of the capital market. The capital market plays an
important role to formulate the capital in the nation. Mainly, stock price volatility refers to the
movement of stock price, due to different causes like economic condition, inflation rate, level of
liquidity, the rate of return, political situation etc. The stock price volatility will be either positive
or negative. There is implied and historical volatility in the capital market. It determines the
profitability condition as well as the current market situation.

Jones (2005) focused that trading caused by investment speculative motives could
explain a significant fraction of the price difference between the dual-class share. Pryymachenko
(2003) explained that stock price fluctuates excessively due to the changes in fundamentals or
whether some other factors such bubbles, folds, incomplete information and learning, plays a
significant role in determining instability of stock prices.

Stock price volatility is closely related with the economic condition of nation .so, it will
be more in depression condition and increasing trend in recession condition of the economy.
Schwert (1987) stated that stock market volatility is higher during the recession, especially during
the great depression. It affects the dividend policy, earnings volatility, investment sentiment of
investor and leverage. It is positively correlated with earning and leverage condition as well as
negative with payout ratio. So, Allen and Rachim (1996) found a significant positive correlation
between stock price volatility and earnings volatility and leverage and the significant negative
relationship between price volatility and payout ratio. Amihud, Mendelson, and Uno (1999), that
a decrease in MTU encourages trading activity and generates value. Thus, in general, MTUs
should be abated. Exchanges that fear technical problems such as a flood of small orders slowing
down operation and information dissemination can maintain a small MTU, preferably in monetary
value, or use a small fixed trading commission to discipline traders

Stock price volatility is based on earning ability and inflation rate, which determine the
financial condition of the investor. It is a risky condition of investment. So risk seeker investors
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prefer this condition. However, it follows the utility theory where the loss is more painful than
happiness from the investment. Modigliani and Miller (1961) explain that a firm’s value is
irrelevant to dividend policy and firms stock price is solely based upon its earning ability.

Harlan Platt, Marjorie Platt and Sebahattin Demirkan(2011)explain that there are four factors that
are significant determinants of stock price volatility. Both the ratio of TV/EV and stock volume
are positive stock price volatility while market capitalization and shareholders' equity are negative
determinants of stock price volatility

Stock price volatility measures the degree of price movement and variability. It shows the
particular condition of the stock market either bearish or bullish. However, it indicates the real
picture of the economic condition of the nation. Gil Sadka (2007)explain that expected returns are
negatively correlated with expected earnings growth. Since the dividend yield predicts both
profitability and returns, the two cannot be independent. This evidence suggests that variation in
the dividend yield due to expectations of returns also reflects variation in expected profitability.
The strong negative correlation also suggests that a little variation in the underlying factors that
affect both returns and earnings will cause significant variation in stock price. Kenneth
D.west(1988)explains that stock prices are too volatile to be the expected present discounted value
of dividends, with a constant discount rate. Among the explanations for the test results are that
discount rates vary and that there are rational or nearly rational bubbles or fads. The possibility
that the excess volatility is caused by discount rate fluctuations has been considered in detail, with
largely negative results. The possibility that the excess volatility is due to bubbles has received
little direct attention. But since this alternative is consistent with the econometric diagnostics, it
seems worthy of further investigation. A detailed case for bubbles, or, for that matter, any other
factor

If stock price movement is extremely volatile, the investor’s sentiment will be changed
negatively. So they feel insecure to invest in stocks. However, the capital market will be weak and
unable to contribute to generating the national revenue by the low volume of transactions. In this
context, Nepal Stock Exchange (NEPSE) is only one stock market of Nepal, where different types
of securities are traded. Furthermore, stock price volatility makes the stock market more risky and
complex.

In this research paper, five companies have been selected from every industry.
Commercial bank, Agriculture Development bank (ADBL), Nepal Bank Limited (NBL),
Himalayan Bank Limited (HBL), Nepal Bangladesh Bank Limited (NBBL) and NMB Bank
Limited (NMB) are selected. But in Insurance company category Asian Life Insurance Company
(ALIC), Himalayan General Insurance Company (HGIC), Everest Insurance Company (EIC),
Gurash Life Insurance Limited(GLIC), and National Life Insurance Company (NLIC) are taken
for the study. In the same way, API power company (APC), Butwal Power Company (BPC),
Chilime Hydropower Company(HPC), Sani ma Mai Hydropower Company (SMHC) and United
Modi Power Company (UMPC) are selected from the hydropower industries for the study of
stock price volatility.
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2. Statement of Problem
After studying the above literature and textual materials related to the subject matter, the following
research questions are identified,;

e Isthere volatility in the stock price of the service industry in Nepal?
e What is the trend of the stock price in Nepalese stock market?
e Which industry stock price is more volatile?

3. Objectives of the Study

The main objectives of the paper are to study about the stock price of three service industries
such as commercial bank, Hydropower companies and Insurance companies in Nepal as well
as to find out the condition of price movement in stock market related with service sector.
However, some specific objectives of studies are as follows:

e To identify the stock price movement of service industries.
e To find out the trend of the stock price in service industries.
e To evaluate the volatility of stock price.

4. Methods and materials

The research paper is related with the stock price of 15 companies selected from three Service
Industries, Commercial Bank, Hydropower Company, and insurance company to study about the
price movement and find out the trend line of stock price. It is an analytical and descriptive nature
of research. It has been taken selected sample company's stock price among more than 200 listed
companies in the stock market. To attain the objectives, the researcher basically collects secondary
data through the website of share sansar.com. The collected data are analyzed and edited using
Mini Tab software and descriptive statistical tools like mean, standard deviation, the coefficient of
variation and trend analysis. This research paper has been used panel data to analyze the subject
matter.

5. Results and Discussion

The data of three companies are collected from the secondary sources, which are related with the
Commercial Bank, Insurance Company, and Hydropower Company. Every category has been
included five different companies for study.

5.1 Descriptive statistics of commercial Banks.

Table 1 shows the descriptive statistical information of selected commercial banks. The
commercial bank has categorized in public and private commercial bank. ADBL and NBL are a
public commercial bank, where the mean of ADBL and NBL is 428.07 and 348.07 respectively. In
the same way, the standard deviation of ADBL and NBL is 6.36% and 12.68% respectively. The
S.D. of NBL is higher than ADBL. It shows that the price of the NBL is more moveable than
ADBL. But the coefficient of Variation of NBL (3.64%) is higher than ADBL (1.49%). It makes
clear that the price of NBL is more volatility then the price of ADBL and maximum, as well as
minimum price value, also shows the same picture.
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In a private commercial bank, the mean value and standard deviation of HBL, NBB, and
NMB are 889.47, 402.27, 541.27 and 8.90%, 5.89 %, 8.60% respectively. The CV of HBL, NBB,
and NMB is 1%, 1.46%, and 1.59% respectively. The above result shows that the stock price of
NMB is more volatile. In the context of a commercial bank, the price showed volatile in each
whereas NBL stock price is more volatile than other. In another way, the stock price of public
commercial banks has been more volatile than private banks. It indicates that the public sector is
more risky for investing.

Table 1

Descriptive statistic of commercial bank

Bank Mean Standard Deviation Ccv Min. price Max. price
Public

ADBL 428.07 6.36 1.49 420 441
NBL 348.07 12.68 3.64 329 368
Private

HBL 889.47 8.90 1 870 901

NBB 402.27 5.89 1.46 393 412
NMB 541.27 8.60 1.59 576 555

Source: www.sharesansar.com.np
5.2 Statistics of the insurance company

Table 2 shows the descriptive statistical information of ALIC, EIC, GLIC, HGIC, and NLIC. The
mean value and standard deviation of ALIC, EIC, GLIC, HGIC and NLIC are 1463.7, 2489.1,
1037, 996, 2276.9 and 13.5%, 206.7%, 62.1%, 427%, 38.3% respectively. In the same way the CV
is 0.92%, 8.3%, 5.99%, 42.84% and 1.68% respectively. The above result shows that the stock
price of every company is volatile. But the stock price of HGIC is more volatile than other
companies due to the high standard deviation and coefficient variation which indicates that invest
in this company is riskier. Furthermore, the minimum and maximum price shows the same trend.

Table 2

Descriptive statistic of Insurance company

Insurance Mean Standard Deviation Ccv Min. price Max. price
ALIC 1436.7 13.50 0.92 1446 1487

EIC 2489.1 206.70 8.3 2275 2930
GLIC 1037 62.10 5.99 989 1250
HGIC 996 427 42.84 719 1695
NLIC 2276.9 38.30 1.68 2225 2350

Source: www.sharesansar.com.np
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5.3 Descriptive statistics of Hydropower company.

Table 3 shows the descriptive statistics information of five Hydropower Company. There are
calculated mean, standard deviation, the coefficient of variation, minimum price, maximum price
and trend line of each company’s stock price. The mean value and standard deviation of APCL,
BPCL, HHPL, SMHL, UMPL is 552.73, 627.13, 804.4, 1154.2, 374 and 5.85%, 8.47%, 10.45%,
22.40%, 11.79% respectively. The coefficient of variation (CV) is 1.06%, 1.35%, 1.30%, 1.94%
and 1.37% respectively. The result indicates that the stock price of all insurance company is
volatility. Among them, Sanima Hydro Power Company has a higher value of S.D. and CV 22.4%
and 1.94% respectively. So this company stock price is more volatile than other companies.
However, the insurance company is risky for investment. In the same way, the minimum and
maximum stock price also show the same result.

Table 3

Descriptive statistic of Hydropower company

Hydropower Mean Standard Deviation CcVv Min. Price Max. Price
APCL 552.73 5.85 1.06 545 568
BPCL 627.13 8.47 1.65 611 640
CHCL 804.4 10.45 1.30 792 859
SMHCL 1154.2 22.4 1.94 1111 1180
UMHCL 347 11.69 1.37 331 369

source: WWW.sharesansar.com.np

5.4 Trendline equation of commercial bank stock price

Table 4 shows the trend line equation of five selected commercial banks' stock price, where 'a"
shows the constant and 'b' shows the slop of stock price. The slop of ADBL, NBL, HBL, NBB,
and NMB is in positive, which indicates that the stock price of the selected commercial bank is
positively volatile. Furthermore, the NBL slop is+2.38% which is higher than the other. So its
price will be increased by 2.38% every day. This types of the trend line are accepted for the
investment.

Table 4

Trendline equation of commercial banks stock price

Bank Trendline ( Yt= a+bt)
Public

ADBL Yt=419.24+1.1t
NBL Yt=329.04+2.38t
Private
HBL Yt=881.07+1.05t
NBB Yt= 396.87+0.65t

NMB Yt=536.61+0.58t
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5.5 Trendline equation of Insurance company stock price

Table 5 shows the trend line equation of five selected insurance companies’ stock price. "™a" shows
the constant and "'b" shows the slop. The slop of ALIC, EIC, GLIC, HGILC is negative, which
shows that the price of such stock is decreasing every day. The slop of EICL and HGIC is -17.489
and -72.22 respectively. It means that the price of EICL will be decreased by 17.48% and the price
of HGIL will be decreased by 72.22% every day. But, the NLIC has positive slop 5.51, whereas its
price will be increased by 5.51% every day. However, it concludes that the stock price of an
insurance company is more volatile. So it is risky for investment.

Table: 5

Trendline equation of Insurance companies stock price

The insurance company Trendline ( Yt= a+bt)
ALIC Yt= 1467.47-0.475t
EIC Yt=2629-17.48t
GLIC Yt=1038-0.1285t
HGIC Yt=1574-72.23 t
NLIC Yt=2232.8+5.51t

5.6 Trendline equation of Hydropower company stock price

Table 6 shows the stock price trend line equation of five selected hydropower companies. "a"
shows the constant and "b" shows the slop. The slop of APCL, BPCL, CHPC, SMPC and UMPC
is +0.268, -0.725, -1.882, 2.97 and -2.0178 respectively. APCL and SMPC have a positive slope,
which indicates that the price of these stock will be increased every day by 0.268%, and 2.97%
respectively. But the BPCL, CHC, UMPC have a negative slope. So the stock price of such

companies is decreasing every day. There is positive and negative stock price volatility, which is
more risky for investment.

Table 6

Trendline equation of Insurance companies stock price.
Hydropower Company Trendline ( Yt= a+bt)
APCL Yt=550.59+0.268t
BPCL Yt=630.93-0.725t
CHPL Yt=819.46-1.882t
SMHC Yt=1130.5+2.97t
UMPC Yt=363.142.0178t

6. Conclusion and major findings

This paper has analyzed the data collected from secondary sources. It mainly focuses on stock
price volatility by using the 15 days stock price of each company fromto 2017. It has analyzed by
using descriptive statistics. The panel data are used to calculate the stock price volatility. The
study concluded that the stock price of commercial banks, hydropower companies, and insurance
companies are more volatile. The trend line shows the positive slop for the commercial bank
which indicates, its price will increase in the future. But slop of hydropower and Insurance
companies is positive as well as negative. It explains that its price either increase or decrease. So,
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there have become riskier for investment. As a result, Hydropower Company is riskier than other
that of service companies. But, commercial bank and insurance is a favorable sector for
investment. At last, the study concluded that the stock prices of the three companies are more
volatile. This research paper based on 15 trading day’s price data as well as taking few no of the
sample and it had limited statistical tools. So the result of this paper will be different than other
scholars studies.

(Email:raiprabin210@gmail.com)
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Abstract

E. L. Doctorow’s bestselling novel Ragtime stretches the boundaries of American genre of music
rag, weaving historical references into a fictional framework. It carefully constructs an allegory
that not only exposes those less-spoken-of facets of American history and culture from the early
1900’s, but also cleverly reveals a critical dialogue about contemporary times and long-standing
issues such as freedom, identity, and justice. With arguments whether the Doctorow’s Ragtime is
modern or postmodern since it conforms to some of the prominent features of both of them, this
paper argues to prove that the novel intersects both of the dimensions to stand out as an
eclectically experimental novel in American literary realm.

Keywords: Ragtime, modernism, postmodernism, metahistory, racial conflict

Introduction

As Ragtime is a unique adaptation of the historical narrative genre, there are three main elements
portrayed in powerful and impressive ways: first, the life pattern of an upper middle class family
consisting of Father, Mother, and Mother’s Younger Brother, Grandfather and a young boy. They
make up a white American family who live in New Rochelle, New York, “supported by the
manufacture of American flags, bunting, fireworks and various trappings of patriotism.” For them
“Patriotism was a reliable sentiment" (3). The next important element in the novel is the wretched
condition of an immigrant Jewish-family composed of Tateh, Mameh and the little girl who
struggle for economic justice. Tateh, a Latvian widower, has come to America to give his daughter
a new life. Harry Houdini, another historical personage as an escape artist and a role model for
downtrodden immigrants, is warned by Edgar to "warn the Duke". Houdini is a strong advocate of
radical left who, later, gives up his conviction and appropriates himself in the mainstream of
American life. The third and the most important element in the novel is the tragedy of third family
composed of Coalhouse Walker, a black ragtime musician; Sarah his beloved and their child who
is supported by the Mother from the New Rochelle family.

Blending of Modernism and Postmodernism

Although published in 1975, Ragtime exhumes the dazzling and disturbing records of the world of
pre-WW!I American ragtime era of poverty, inequality and injustice, and also traverses by
immensely imposing the spirit of civil right movements of 1960s. The novel successfully depicts
the capitalistic historical modernism of the time wherein American whites and elites used to
exploit the power, but in contrary colored and laymen suffered from crisis of identity and social
democracy at the same time. The story of the novel pivots on Coalhouse Walker's attempts to
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assert his dignity and manhood in the face of a racial slur in New Rochelle. But he becomes the
victim of some white racists tending him to lead to violence and the end of his own life. Breaking
the notion of stereotypical writing Doctorow’s Ragtime associates an unusual mixture of past and
present, sentiments and reality, whites and blacks, timeless and timely, facts and fictions,
immigrants and non-immigrants, presence and absence together. Through reform of the textbook
American history, the celebrated novel combines the syncopation of ragtime and the literary
sensibilities of a writer intrigued by history as literary device. As postmodernism possesses “the
identity of coterminous feature of modernism” (Jameson 560), the novel follows the stories of real
and fictional characters as they interact vehemently with innocence and disillusionment, so-called
peace time and the beginnings of racial conflict and World War 1. Doctorow is known for his
skillful blending of fiction and fact into reconstructions of eras in American history. He believes in
Nietzschean notion of history that is valued on the basis of its utility for human beings. Friedrich
W. Nietzsche urges that “we need it (history) for life and action ... we would serve history only so
far as it serves life; but to value its study beyond a certain point mutilates and degrades life” (21).

Blurring of the Boundaries between Fiction and History

Before Nietzsche, Hegelian notion of genealogical history was in full bloom, in which the human
beings would move towards a point of perfection, and that is what he calls the teleological point.
French philosopher Michel Foucault, greatly influenced form the idea of Nietzsche and therefore,
inherits some ideas from him and invents some of his own. Foucault in his The Archeology of
Knowledge rejects the traditional historian’s tendency to read straightforward account of progress
in the historical records. He argues that one should seek to reconstitute not large “periods” or
“centuries” but “phenomena of rupture, of discontinuity” (4).

Doctorow in his novel threads various stories with narratives of historical figures from
early 20th Century America. The characters we meet include the escape artist, Harry Houdini, the
anarchist Emma Goldman, J.P. Morgan, Henry Ford, Booker T. Washington, Sigmund Freud,
Theodore Roosevelt, Scott Joplin, Evelyn Nesbit, her cuckolded husband, Harry Thaw, and her
lover, the architect Stanford White, and several others. Some of these people have prominent roles
in the stories while others have cameo parts. But their personalities in virtually every case shine
through Doctorow's artistic prose. Ragtime presents a picture of a United States plagued by
racism, poverty, and violence. Coalhouse Walker, the lover of Sarah the black woman residing at
Father’s and Mother’s house is characterized as a man of dignity. He plays ‘ragtime’ music. His
moderate way of behavior sometimes makes Father think that “Coalhouse Walker Jr. didn’t know
that he was a Negro [...]. He seemed to be able to transform the customary difference practiced by
his race” (162). Walker, who owns a Ford Model T (middle-class status automobile) which is
symbol of equality to whites in material prosperity; provoked resentment to some racist whites and
makes Walker the target of the hostility out of prejudice and brutality rooted in racism which leads
inexorably to violence and to destruction. The excitement, flow, and complexity of the stories
carry the reader along but the dark undertow is never absent.

Historiographic Metafiction

Even though published in 1975, the novel Ragtime is an attempt at historical fiction in
which Doctorow expounds the tale of racial injustice set in the early part of the 19th century. He
combines past and present as Hayden White, the postmodernist philosopher and a historian who
strives to see “link between the realities of the past events with the historiographical text”
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(Metahistory 427). Real historical figures appear at a rapid pace such as Henry Ford, Harry Thaw,
Stanford White, Harry Houdini, and scads of others. Against this backdrop, Doctorow sets up the
story of Coalhouse Walker, a black piano player and a Ragtime pioneer who rebels against the ill-
treatment he receives from a local fire station. After his car is vandalized and his wife-to-be is
killed, Walker is forced to go on a rampage of violence and anarchy. Coalhouse announces that
unless his demands are met, he will burn down firehouses as the leader of Forbidden America.

In the beginning, the novel claims that the social phenomena of the pre-ragtime era seems
peaceful, prosperous, harmonious and stable befitting the official history of America and thereby
representing modern tradition of America is depicted as “in 1902 Father built a house at the crest
of Broadview Avenue hill in New Rochelle, New York” (3). Matthew A. Henry in his
“Problematized Narratives: History as Fiction in E. L. Doctorow’s Billy Bathgate” writes that
“Doctorow has made a career out of historical fiction [...] and takes a postmodern approach to
history” (32). Having been influenced from the notion of historiography, Doctorow considers that
history and fiction are alike i.e. history is also a narrative like fiction. In doing so, he has
challenged the undebated official history by presenting another version of history which
reconstructs the official history. The modernist pretensions shown on the one hand, as “The
population customarily gathered in great numbers either out of doors for parades, public concerts,
fish fries, political picnics, social outings, or indoors in meeting halls, vaudeville theatres, operas,
ballrooms” (3) so that the authority would regard it as public enthusiasm and their own intense
interest. On the other hand, the character such as Tateh, a socialist and his wife Mameh who lived
on their toil were tormented by the exploitations and social injustice, depending upon a binary of
inclusion and exclusion; both leading to hierarchy and anarchy, prosperity and poverty. Poverty
compelled Mameh to sell her body to her employer: “One day with two weeks rent due she let the
man have his way on the cutting table. He kissed her face and tasted the salt of her tears” (16).

Providing with the very symbolic title, Ragtime (the period of poverty and scarcity)
however, ironically it was called as progressive, democratic, peaceful period by the official history
Doctorow undermines the tendency of the readers to imply the history as objective truth. As most
of the postmodern critics affirm that postmodernism has made a great impact on the field of
historiography by developing its own way of historical writing and denouncing the conventional
history, and in doing so it rejects the master narrative as hegemonic stories told by those in power.
He exhibits the frequent blurring of the boundaries of present and past, fictive and factual. He
thinks of the loss of history does not mean the disappearance of images of history because they are
no longer historical; rather they are images, simulacra, and pastiches of the past nostalgia. The
New Yorker finds the novel Ragtime as “illuminating fusion of fact and fiction that distinguished
Ragtime.” The novelist, throughout the novel, has made his fictional characters to interact with
historical characters and fictional characters in fictional situations for instance, Sigmund Freud
and Carl Jung “took a boat together through the Tunnel of Love” (38). And fictional character,
Tateh, invites the historical character Emma Goldman in one of the meeting presided by him “one
day Tateh invited her to a meeting of which the Socialist Artists’ Alliance of the Lower East Side
was a part sponsor, along with several organizations” (57).

During the time Father goes to expedition to the North Pole leaving his wife, Mother,
even though, previously a submissive housewife, takes a bold decision while she finds a newly
born deserted child at her kitchen garden. Mother says, “I will take the responsibility” (70)
subverting and critiquing to the patriarchal hegemony. At this context, Doctorow deliberately
mocks the so-called prosperity of the American modern time without mentioning the cause of
abandonment of the child, which is nothing other than the poverty and ghettoization of the colored
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people. Emma Goldman, an anarchist, has been behaved as a threat by the authority whose thought
could uproot the capitalist hegemony of the white American culture. To deconstruct this
hegemony, she opines “There is only one struggle throughout of world; there is only the flame of
freedom trying to light the hideous darkness of life on earth” (168).

The most significant turn of story takes place due to a squad of volunteer firemen led by
Will Conklin who stop the car and demand Coalhouse Walker to pay $25 for a toll while Walker,
Sarah and the baby were returning home from the picnic. Walker denies paying it and whilst
Coalhouse leaves to find a police officer, firemen destroy Coalhouse's car, defecate on the back
seat and roll it into a lake. Incensed, Coalhouse seeks every avenue of justice available, but to no
avail. White lawyers refuse to take him seriously, and black lawyers don't consider a case of
vandalism to be an important civil rights suit. Therefore, he suffered in the scorching injustice of
racism and inequalities. Being too furious, Coalhouse happens to call off his wedding to Sarah
until his car has been restored. He is ignored everywhere. In the meantime, Sarah is mistakenly
killed when she goes to the candidate of President to seek justice but suspecting her for a would-be
assassin, and in the ensuing panic, the Secret Service beats her to death. Finally, because of no
way out, Coalhouse Walker opted violence to make the deaf American society of the ragtime era
to hear what he was seeking through peaceful manner earlier. And therefore, he started murder,
arson and bombing, and violence. Walker’s attack at the fire station and seizure of the library is
symbolic questioning of dominating capitalist official history and thereby the deconstruction of
history. Such episodes are implied in Ragtime simply because as postmodernist thought, in
attacking the idea of a notional centre or dominant ideology, facilitated the promotion of a politics
of difference giving way out to pluralistic- identity politics, which often involves the self-
conscious assertion of a marginalized identity against the dominant discourse.

While Doctorow manages to weave stories and thread together, it is neither simply
personal in the modernist sense, nor depersonalized in the pathological sense of the schizophrenia
text. It is decentered and therefore, uncontrollable “the way the master subject of modernism
would” (Jameson 21). Most of the vignettes seem to have much to do with the idea of escaping
some type of role or problem as Christopher Butler in Postmodernism states that “Basic attitude of
postmodernists was skepticism about the claims of any kind of overall, totalizing explanation”
(14). Houdini's escape tricks, Younger Brother's search for something to believe in, Morgan's
quest for immortality; they all evolve a sort of transcendence. Moreover, the novelist criticizes the
widely held immanence of belief that the period was assumed to be a type of American Eden in
which everyone lived happily and troubles were few.

Historiography, as an art of writing history, takes history and fiction alike because both of them
share the essence of each other. The traditional notion of writing history as the search objective
truth has been blurred in the novel Ragtime. The search for objective truth is like the search of
origin as Foucault thinks of “is always beyond our capture” because history is “not a linear
development of process rather crisscross, disjointed, fragmented, and discontinuity of events”
(80). Above all, E. L. Doctorow, a radical left-wing novelist extensively combines the nuances of
both modernism and postmodernism seizing “the whole apparatus of nostalgia art, pastiche, and
postmodernism [...] to reconquer some genuine historical sense by using the instruments of
substitutes for history” (Jameson 19).

Conclusion
The blurring of the boundaries between fiction and history and the construction of history through
discourse are major themes in E. L. Doctorow’s novels. Doctorow‘s Ragtime, thus, shows the
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historical context through the fragmentary narration of the past and simultaneously challenges the
traditional realist narrative conventions of the inscription of the subject as coherent and
continuous. It shows the meeting of the fictional characters with the real historical characters and
problematizes the relationship between what is real and what is fictional through this fictional
meeting between them.
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