Paper 3

Ancient Hindu Political Thought

Level: Four years Shastri (Bachelors) Full marks: 80+20=100

Code: Pol. Sc...... Pass marks: 32+8= 40

Year: Second Total Teaching Hours: 150

Paper: 3" Per Teaching Hours: 50-60 minutes

1 Course Description

This course introduces students to the vast repository, produced by ancient Hindu
philosophers on politics and management of statecraft. Academic sages and philosophers
have produced huge treasures of wisdom on politics, kingship, functions of government
including the monarch and bureaucracy, and their relationship with the people.

2. General Objectives
This course intends to acquaint students with the in-depth knowledge of ancient Hindu polity.
It will familiarize the students with the political ideas of prominent Hindu political thinkers.

3. Course Contents

The contents of this paper will be as follows:

Unit | Content Teaching
hours

1 An Introduction to Hindu Political Thought 20

2 Prominent Hindu Political Thinkers 20

3 Political Philosophies in the Ramayan, Mahabharat and 15
Buddhism

4 Theory of the State 20

5 Conception of Monarchy 20

6 Political Ideas 15

7 Conception of Justice and Jurisprudence 20

8 Theory of Interstate Relations and Diplomacy 20
Total 150




Unit | Hrs
An Introduction to Hindu Political Thought 20
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:

i) Discuss the geopolitical background of ancient Hindu political thought.

ii) Describe the origin of political system and political relations of Aryan civilization.
iii) Discuss the Vedic and later Vedic polity.

iv) Assess the rise of mahajanapadas.

V) Analyze the salient features of ancient Hindu political thought.

Contents

1.1 Nature, sources, and scope

1.2 School of thought: Rajadharma, dandaniti, arthashastra, and nitishastra

1.3 Approaches to the study of Hindu polity

1.4 Development of Hindu polity

1.4.1 Indu Valley civilization, Harappan civilization, decline of the Indu Valley civilization
1.4.2 Aryan civilization

1.4.3 Early Vedic polity: Transition from tribal polity to the state

1.4.4 Later Vedic polity

1.4.5 Rise of mahajanapadas: Emergence of cities and territorial states

1.5 Characteristics of ancient Hindu political thought

Unit 11

Prominent Hindu Political Thinkers 20
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:

i) Evaluate the political philosophy of Manu, Brihaspati, Yajnavalkya and Shukracharya.

ii) Explain the important features and contribution of Manu, Brihaspati, Yajnavalkya and
Shukracharya in Hindu polity.



iii) Explain the main ideas of Kautilya.
iv) Explain the main ideas of Kamandak and Chandeswar.

Contents

2.1 Manu: the father of ancient hindu polity, political ideas of Manu, origin of society and
state, divine origin theory of the state, social organization/ social order, varnashrama dharma,
varna system as social stratification, position of women, rajadharma and benevolent

monarchy

2.2 Brihaspati : Political ideas of Brihaspati

2.3 Shukracharya: Political ideas of Shukracharya, contribution of Shukracharya

2.4 Yajnavalkya: Political ideas of Yajnavalkya

2.5 Kautilya: Origin of the state and saptanga theory, and state craft

2.6 Kamandaka: political ideas of Kamandaka

2.7 Chandeshwar: Views on state and state craft

3.8 Ancient Hindu political ideas in Nepalese political process

Unit 111

Political Philosophies in the Ramayan, Mahabharat and Buddhism
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:

i) Discuss the political philosophy of the Ramayan and the Mahabharat.
ii) Describe the functions of the king and his government.

iii) Outline the concept of an ideal state in the epics.

iv) Analyze the political philosophy of Buddhism

Contents

2. 1 Epics: Political ideas in the Ramayan and Mahabharat (Shantiparva)
3.1.1 Kingship: Functions of the government

3.1.2 Rajadharma/ moral in politics

3.1.3 The concept of Ramrajya

3.2 Buddhist political philosophy

20



Unit IV

Theory of the State 15
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:
i) Explain the theory of the origin of the state

ii) Discuss the seven elements of the state.

iii) Explain the objectives of the state.

Iv) Assess the functions of the state.

Contents

4.1 Concept of the state

4.2 The origin of the state

4.3 Elements of the state or saptanga theory

4.4 Objectives of the state

4.5 Functions of the state

UnitV

Conception of Monarchy 20
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:
i) Discuss the theory of kingship.

i1) Explain the power of the king.

iii) Assess the theory of kingship and statecraft.

iv) Analyze the concept of benevolent monarchy.

v) Assess the obligations of the king and prajas.



Contents

5 1 Origin of kingship

5.2 Power and authority of the king

5.3 Limitations on king’s powers

5.4 Rajdharma: Duties / functions of the king

5.5 Coronation and succession

5.6 Amatya / Council of ministers and administration
5.7 The concept of benevolent monarchy

5.8 Obligations of the prajas

Unit VI

Political Ideas 15
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:

i) Explain monarchical and republican forms of constitution.

ii) Discuss political ethics and statecraft.

iii) Evaluate the relationship between dharma and politics.

iv) Analyze the importance of Sabha and Samiti.

v) Describe the economic functions of the state.

vi) Discuss the working of local administration of ancient Hindu political thought.
Contents

6.1 Types of Constitution: Monarchy vs Republics

6.2 Ethics and statecraft

6.3 Dharma and politics

6.4 Divinity of society and its supremacy

6.5 Sabha and Samiti



6.6 Financial administration and taxation
6.7 Conception of welfare state

6.8 Thoughts on local administration

Unit VII

Conception of Justice and Jurisprudence 20
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:

i) Define the concept of dharma/ law and its sources.

ii) Analyze the theory of the supremacy of dharma.

iii) Assess the judicial administration of ancient Hindu political thought.

iv) Explain the procedure of judicial decision.

Contents

7.1 Law and Judicial administration

7.2 Sources of law

7.3 Supremacy of law

7.4 Organization of court

7.5 Judges and justice

7.6 Judicial administration

Unit VIII

Theory of Interstate Relations and Diplomacy 20
Unit Objectives

After going through this unit, students will be able to:

1) Assess the theory of interstate relation.

ii) Analyze the importance of the mandala theory and notion of empire building.

iii) Explain the ambassadorial system and the system of espionage in ancient Hindu polity.



iv) Discuss the four strategies of diplomacy and the six principles foreign policy.
v) Analyze the laws of warfare, prescribed by the ancient thinkers of Hindu polity.
Contents

8.1 Theory of inter-state relations: Sadgun theory, mandala theory, and concept of empire
building

8.2 Four strategies of diplomacy
8.3 International agent/ Rajdoot
8.4 Espionage system

8.5 Laws of warfare
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Paper 4

Government and Politics of Nepal

Level: Four Years Shastri (Bachelors) Full marks: 100

Code: Pol. Sc...... Pass marks: 35

Year: Second Total Teaching Hours: 150

Paper: 4" Per Teaching Hours: 50-60 minutes

1 Course Description

This course intends to provide students with thein-depth knowledge of Nepalese politics. It
deals with the political and constitutional developments process of Nepal.This course intends
to provide the knowledge of Nepalese politics. It encompasses the influencing aspects of
Nepalese politics as well as the functioning of government.

2 General Objectives

The overall objective of this paper is to acquaint students with governing system of Nepal at
central, provincial, and local level. The learning objectives are:

1) To familiarize students with government of Nepal.

2) To examine the principles, which are the foundations of the Nepali political and
constitutional culture.

3) To heighten students’ awareness of the issues and struggles that gave rise to the
development of constitutional democracy in Nepal.

3 Course Contents

Unit | Contents Teaching Hours

1 Introduction to Politics and Government of Nepal 20

2 Constitutional Development 20




3 Constitution of Nepal 20
4 Executive 20
5 Legislature and Judiciary 20
6 Provincial and Local Government 20
7 Electoral Process and Political Party 15
8 Recent Trends in Nepalese Politics 15
Total 150
Unit 1

Introduction to Politics and Government of Nepal

Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

i) Explain political develop of Nepal.

ii) Analyze the political movements of Nepal and their consequences.
iii) Discuss constitutional development of Nepal.

Contents

1.1 An outline of political development and patterns of governance
1.2 Unification process of Nepal

1.3 Political development during Shah period

1.4 Rana period and its patters of governance

1.5 Political movement of 1950/1951

10

1.6 The consequence of political movement 0f1950/1951 and its significance of the political

changes in Nepal

1.7 First practice of multi-party polity and the political transition to parliamentary democracy

(1951 — 1960)

1.8 Party-less Panchayat system1960-1990

1.9 Referendum 0f1980 and its consequences

1.10 Political movement of 1990

1.11 Restoration of parliamentary democracy in 1990



1.12 Trends and culture in the functioning of newly introduced democratic system
1.13 Challenges in the governance and the rise of CPN Maoist Uprising

1.14 King Gyanendra's direct rule and the political instability

1.15 Causes and Consequence of the political movement of 2007

1.16 Factors and Purpose of 2007 Movement

1.17 Reinstallation of Parliament

1.18 Interim Constitution and the politics of consensus

Unit 2

Constitutional Development

Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

i) Highlight the constitutional development in Nepal.
i1) Discuss the features of different constitutions.

iii) Evaluate the constitutions and political process from historical prospective.

Contents

2.1 A brief history of constitutional development since 1948
2.2 Government of Nepal Act, 1948

2.3 Interim Government Act, 1951

2.4 Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal, 1959

2.5 Constitution of Nepal, 1962

2.6 Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal, 1990

2.7 Interim Constitution of Nepal, 2007

Unit 3
Constitution of Nepal

Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

i) Discuss the constitution making process.

ii) Analyze the salient features of the constitution of Nepal.
iii) Explain the fundamental rights of Nepalese citizens.

iv) Assess the directive principles and policies of the state.

Contents

3.1 Environment for the Constituent Assembly elections and its election
3. 2 Constitution making process
3.3 Constitution of Nepal (2015)

11
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3.4 Salient features of the Constitution of Nepal
3.5 Preamble

3.6 Fundamental rights and duties

3.7 Directive principles and policies of the state
3.8 The amendment of the Constitution

Unit 4
Executive

Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:
i) Explain electoral process and position of the President.
i) Discuss the power and position of the Prime Minister.
iii) Analyze the formation of the council of ministers.

Contents

4.1 The President:Election, position, power, and functions
4.2 The Prime Minister: position, power, and functions

4.3 Formation of council of ministers and its responsibilities

Unit 5
Legislature and Judiciary

Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

i) Explain the composition, powers and functions of the House of Representatives.
ii) Delineate the composition, powers and functions of the National Assembly.

iii) Explain the jurisdictions of the Supreme Court.

iv) Discuss the rule of law.
Contents

5.1 Legislature

5.1.1 The House of Representatives: Composition, power, and functions,

5.1.2 The Speaker and The Deputy Speaker: Modes of election, power, and functions
5.1. 3 Relationship between House of Representatives and National Assembly

5.1.4 The National Assembly: composition, powers and functions

5.2 Judiciary

5.2.1 Judiciary and its structures

5.2.2 The Supreme Court: composition, jurisdiction, rule of law, judicial review
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5.2.3 Chief Justice
5.2.4 The High Court and District Court

Unit 6
Provincial and Local Government
Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

i) Discuss the features of federal system of Nepal.

i1) Assess the practice of provincial government.

iii) Analyze the relationship between the federal and provincial governments.
iv) Highlight the importance of local government.

v) Discuss the practice of local government.

Contents

6.1 Introduction to federal system in Nepal

6.2 Relationship between federal and provincial government
6.3 Local Government

6.4 Municipality: Composition and functions

6.5 Rural Municipality: Composition and functions

Unit 7
Electoral Process and Political Party
Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

i) Delineate the development of political parties in Nepal.

ii) Discuss the major political parties and their policies and programs.

iii) Analyze the role of political parties and pressure groups in Nepalese politics.
iv) Discuss the electoral process in Nepal.

Contents

7.1 Major political parties of Nepal: origin, ideology, role and functions
7.2 Pressure groups: Meaning and types: Functional and professional
7.3 Role of pressure group in democracy

7.4 Election Commission: Composition and functions

7.5 Electoral system and its process at federal, provincial, and local level
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Unit 8
Recent Trends in Nepalese Politics

Unit Objectives

After the completion of this unit students will be able to:

1) Explain the democratization process in Nepal.

ii) Assess the practice of Democracy and good government.
iii) Describe politics and development in Nepal.

Contents

8.1 Democracy in practice
8.2 Politics and good governance
8.3 Politics and development
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Internal Evaluation (for all courses)

The internal evaluation scheme will be as follows:

16

Internal Evaluation

1. The weightage of internal evaluation will 20 percent.

a. Attendance

b. class activities, class presentation, discipline

w

c. Research Report: mini project work,
presentation, and group work

field work, report writing and

Prefinal examination will be held by the political science department. The

concerned campus will coordinate the examination. The prefinal examination will

be one hour written examination. The question paper of the prefinal examination
will be similar to the question paper of the final examination.

Grand Total

20

Final Examination: Scheme for question paper settings:

The final examination will be three hours written examination. Questions will be asked
covering all units. Questions requiring critical answers will be asked from any unit following
the principle of one question from a unit. Questions requiring long and short answers will be
asked from other units, which are not covered by the questions requiring critical and
analytical answers. At least 10 marks questions will be asked from each unit.

Types of questions Total number | Number Marks Total

Of questions | questions to Marks
be answered

Group: A 3 2 2x20 40

Long questions requiring critical

and analytical answers.

Group: B 6 4 4x10 40

Long questions

Group: C i)3 i) 2 1)2x5=10 20

Short notes/ very short answers i1)10 iii) 10 11)10x1=10

Total 13 8 100
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Ancient Hindu Political Thought

Model Questions

Examination: Shastri

Year I

Subject: Major Il Political Science Full Marks: 100
Code: Pol. Sc.... Pass Marks: 35

Paper: 3rd Time: Three Hours
Group A9z @

Attempt any two questions. F¥ T2 TIHI IAL AHI | 20 x2=40

1. Delineate the characteristics of ancient Hindu political thought.
T fBeg TeiTa e fAaamea T ferervaraTe f@e=ear e |
2. Elucidate the rajdharma or the idea of statecraft as put forward by Manu.

HIH! TSTGH AT ATHAFATIATE T T |

3. Discuss the six-fold foreign policy.

Ty Aot g Rrgrea at g=ier frgreaary g e |

Group BEqg &

Attempt any four questions. F =T T5HT ST AGRE | 10x4 =40
4. Explain briefly why Manu was called the father of Hindu Polity.
e g Trortfae f=meanT far wives | =samear wEm )

5. What are the seven elements of the states?

T[STHT TG AT % 6 g2 AU T2 |

6) Describe the benevolent monarchy or Ramrajya.

ATHHITITHRT TISTqe AT TSTATL TR TR |




7) Delineate the economic functions of the state.
TISTHT ATHF FIHSRT 0T T2 |

8) What were the sources of law, prescribed by Kautilya?

FITCIHT ATHTT FIART &TT 6 g ?
9) Describe the qualifications of envoys put forward by ancient Hindu political thinkers.

&g TS fRraehg T Seord TRUHT gaaT TRAATE FUE T |

Group CHqg T
Give a short answer of the followings. BeT A< faqg| |

10. Write short notes on any two of the following. 5x2=10
a) Functions of spy

=R F

b) Blending of dharma and politics

O T TSTA AT AT

¢) Notion of empire building in Hindu polity

forg T iTaes femawaT ararsa AaTraed FEr

11. Attempt the following questions. 1x10=10
Referted T A 3% age i |
a) What does the term Arthashastra mean in Hindu polity?
Tovg TSI feeaaT sTefermarat oref & 21 ?
b) What are the four objectives or purusharthas of human life ?
A Strasat A1 THETe & % g ?
¢) What is the source of power of consultation ?
HeAA TR BT & 172
d) What are the four expedients of diplomacy?
FEATTAAT FART TRA =TT ITT F o g 2
e) Name any one republican state in the time Buddha.
T FTADT Tl TIT TUTSTHT ATH TG |
f) Who is the author of the Rajanitiratnakar?
A NTALATHRT G T g ?
g) “Listen to the criticism.” Whose statement is this?
AATAAT ATRS, AAT FTITAIT T=7 OATT | AT FHAT qATE 21 2
h) Did the people have the right to revolution in ancient Hindu polity?
F YT (gvg TS SHAEATHT FTHATATS fAarg T afer 2w 2
i) What is the meaning of dandaniti?
Fueifr 9 F 2 2
j) Did the king have rule making power in ancient Hindu polity?

F ITHIA f@vg ToF SHAEATHT FIGA FHT0T T erfeh ToiraT Mg geear ?

By: Dr. Lal Mani Pandey



